31.   INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS ON ROUND
TABLE CONFERENCE
[December 20, 1921]{
Referring to Lord Ronaldshay's speech at the Bengal Legislative Council
on Monday last, Mr. Gandhi made the following statement to the correspon-
dent of the Associated Press at his Ashram late in the night:
I have read Lord Ronaldshay's speech in the Bengal Legis-
lative Council. Whilst I appreciate the note of conciliation about
it, I cannot help saying that it is most misleading.   I do not want
to criticize those parts of the speech which lend themselves to
criticism.   I simply want to say that the present situation is  en-
tirely his own and the Viceroy's doing.   In spite of my strong
desire   to   avoid   suspecting   the   Government of India and the
Local Governments of a wish to precipitate a conflict with the
people, up to now all that I have heard and read leads me to
the conclusion that my suspicion is justified.   Whilst I do not wish
to deny the existence of some sort of pressure, even intimidation,
on the part of individuals, I do wish emphatically to deny that in
connection with the phenomenal hartal on the 17th November
in Calcutta3 there was any intimidation, organized or initiated by
or on behalf of the local Congress or the Khilafat Committees.
On the contrary, I am certain that the influence exerted by both
these bodies was in the direction of avoiding all intimidation.
Moral pressure there certainly was and will always  be in all big
movements, but it must be clear to the simplest understanding that
a complete hartal such as Calcutta witnessed on the 17th November
would be an impossibility by mere intimidation.   But assume that
there was intimidation.   Was there any reason for disbanding
Volunteer Corps, prohibiting public meetings and enforcing laws
which are under promise of repeal?   Why has no attempt been
made to prove a single case of intimidation?   It grieves me to
have to say that the Governor of Bengal has brought in the dis-
covery of sword-sticks in one place in Calcutta to discredit large
public organizations.   Who intimidated the people into observing
a complete hartal in Allahabad after all the leaders were arrested
and in spite of the reported undue official pressure that was exercised
1A brief report  of the   interview appeared in   The  Bombay   Chromic,
21-124921, under the date line "Ahmedabad, December 20".